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MIGRATION OF OUR BIRDS IN THE SPRING OF i9ii. 

BY BROTHER ALPHONSUS, C, S. C. 

A number of species showed during three successive seasons 
great regularity in the dates of their arrival. The Bluebird's dates 
were: 'og, Mar. i; 'io, Feb. 22; 'ii, Feb. 23. The Robin's were: 
'og, Mar. 2; 'Io, Mar. 4; 'ii, Feb. 25; The Killdeer's were: 'og, 
Mar. 9; 'io, Mar, 4; 'i i, Mar. 9. The Purple Grackle's were: 
'og, Mar. 7; 'io, Mar. 6; 'ii, Mar. 9. The Meadowlark's were: 'og, 
Mar. 5; 'io, Mar. 6; 'ii, Mar. 9. The Song Sparrow's were: 'og, 
Mar. 6; 'io, Mar. 5; 'ii, Mar. 9. It will be noticed that the above 
species in the several seasons, from 'og to 'ii, arrived on dates 
relatively near each other. This fact would seem to indicate that 
those species were in their migrations governed by the same 
conditons in the weather. I think that the observations of all 
ornithologists have convinced them that the state of the weather 
is the determining cause of the movements of all migratory birds. 

In the following list, several species showed during the same 
seasons considerable difference in the dates of their arrival. The 
Kingfisher's dates were: 'og, Apr. 3; 'io, Mar. 3o; 'ii, Mar. 22, 
with I2 days between the earliest and latest dates. The Vesper 
Sparrow's were: 'og, Apr. 5; 'io, Mar. 26; 'I I, Apr. 9, with a 
difference of I4 days. The Flicker's were: 'og, Apr. 5; 'io, Mar. 
24; 'I I, Apr, 5, difference of I 2 days. The Red-headed Woodpecker's 
were: 'og, Apr. 20; 'io, Apr. 4; 'ii, Mar. i8, a difference of 33 
days. When the time is longer then I 4 days, I think the observer 
has failed to note the actual dates of arrival. 

An interesting fact disclosed itself to the writer last winter 
in the absence of the Snowbird, from Jan. 29 to Mar. I8, 5I days. 
Did the bird migrate during this time from a large region or was 
it only locally absent? Of course, as my observations covered only 
a small extent of territory, I can not answer this question. Neither 
could I assign a reason for such a migration of this species. 

The reader will wonder, probably, at the small number of 
warblers seen by the writer this spring. One of the reasons, doubt- 
less, why he saw so few was the extremely warm weather of May, 
which, he thinks, caused these species to hasten their northern 
migration. Even during other springs, most of the warblers 
were seen only for a few days. 
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Other species not seen this spring were: Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak, Yellow-throated Vireo, Humming-bird, Least Fly- 
catcher, Hairy Woodpecker, Snipe, Yellowlegs, Bittern, Sparrow 
Hawk. 
Feb. Io, Brown Creeper; Feb. 23, Bluebird; Feb. 25, Robin 
Mar. 9, Song Sparrow 

9, Meadowlark 
9, Purple Grackle 
9, Killdeer 
9, Red-winged Blackbird 

" IO, Canada Goose 
I I, Herring Gull 

Mar. i8, Red-headed woodpecker 
" I 8, Snowbird 
" 21, Field Sparrow 
" 22, Golden-crownedKinglet 
i 2 2, Kingfisher 
" 22, Phoebe Bird 

24, Mourning Dove 
" 30, Chipping Sparrow 

Apr. I, Winter Wren 
it 5, Flicker 
it 6, Goldfinch 
it 8, Fox Sparrow 

8, Towhee 
9, Purple Finch 
9, Vesper Sparrow 

I I, Hermit Thrush 
II, Yellow-billed sapsucker 
I6, Brown Thrasher 
I 7, Loggerhead Shrike 
I 7, Hell Diver 

Apr. 23, White-throated sparrow 
" 25, Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

25, Redstart 
26, Barn Swallow 
26, Myrtle Warbler 
26, Sandpiper 
27, Maryland Yellowthroat 
27, Yellow Warbler 
29, House Wren 
30, Warbling Vireo 
3O, Kingbird 
30, Yellow Palm Warbler 

May ' i, Nighthawk 
" 
i 

2, Catbird 
it 3, Baltimore Oriole 
it 3, Chimney Swift 
it 7, Bobolink 
it 7, Cardinal 
it 7, Purple Martin 

8, Orchard Oriole 
it 8, Whip-poor-will 
" Io, Wood Pewee 

May 'io, Crested Flycatcher 
" IO) Olive-backed Thrush 
" IO) Dickcissel 
" I5, Scarlet Tanager 
" I 7, Red-eyed Vireo 

I 7, Indigo Bird 
20, Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
28, Alder Flycatcher 
3 I, Cedarbird 

June i8, Bobwhite 
Total number of migrants seen, 6i. 


	Article Contents
	p. 167
	p. 168

	Issue Table of Contents
	American Midland Naturalist, Vol. 2, No. 7 (Jan., 1912) pp. 153-168
	Front Matter [pp. ]
	New Plants from North Dakota. VII [pp. 153-159]
	New Plants from Minnesota. II [pp. 159-162]
	A New Laciniaria from Florida [pp. 163-164]
	Notes on Local Plants [pp. 164-165]
	Our Song Birds. IV [pp. 165-166]
	Migration of our Birds in the Spring of 1911 [pp. 167-168]
	Back Matter [pp. ]



